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Welcome to the October Newsletter 
It’s been another month of family related duty for your editor so I haven’t been out 
to play much. Most of this month’s newsletter has been borrowed from other peo-
ple’s adventures. I think last month I complained about not getting any car work 
done but obviously with a fleet of old relics that wasn’t going to last.  

The first problem was the VW Van. I prepped it for the MOT by fixing the adviso-
ries from last year, and was fairly confident. However while bumping it up the kerb 
(aka MOT parking area) at the Longman test centre, the power steering started 
making a terrible screeching noise. I needed a pass and I now feared a fail. 3 
hours later though I got the good news, the pump was only an advisory. The pow-
er steering did work, but the van sounded like an old milk float. I needed it to help 
me old Mum move into her new wee granny house and to shift my Dad’s old crap 
(as seen in January’s auction.) I tried fresh fluid in vain hope, but a new pump was 
required £250-£300 for an OEM one. That’s why I bought a replica part 2 years ago 
(yeah yeah). Fortunately this time there was a used one on eBay for a much more 
reasonable £50. I found replacing it the second time round much more difficult 
than the first, possibly due to impatience. A few hours later it road tested perfectly. 
After new oil and a filter and F’in van was back on load lugging duty. 

Mrs Editor and I needed a wee break so we ended up in Perthshire near Alyth, 
which is near Blairgowrie. Mrs Editor booked it and I didn’t expect much, but it was 
really lovely. The directions to our lodgings were a little vague. “After 500m turn 
left.” it said. But there were two similar roads about 20m apart! We took the first 
one which seemed fine but deteriorated badly. The Skoda Fabulous was well laden 
down and there was gentle rubbing on the raised centre of the old farm track. 
Nothing bad, but on arrival there was a gentle drip, drip of diesel at the back. I 
drove one side up a disabled ramp and stuck a bucket underneath. The tank had 
four plastic bungs in the metal tank with little nipples on (why?) and one of those 
nipples had cracked. A trip to our only neighbour Calum (I’m Calum, no I’m 
Calum!) produced a gun of silicone sealant. Not ideal but the first coat application 
stopped the drip and primed the area for a second coat when dry, then two more. 
Job done and it’s still like that! 

I did a strange thing this month. I 
sold a car. I have no strong at-
tachment to my 205GTi even 
though it looks great, so it got 
sold to a pal at Loch Ness Resto-
rations where it now resides. 
There wasn’t much heartbreak 
and I now have a lot more space 

in the garage, and my life. I think it was one of those jobs I just wasn’t going to 
get round to and I do actually feel better for selling it. I hope that feeling doesn’t 
catch on. 

Your Editor 



Chairs Bitty 
 

You may have spotted that we were not at Brock-
ies last month. We took a wee break from our day 
to day life, you know, putting your feet up and 
reading a good book, paddling in the sea, loads of 
small walks, that kind of thing, and all this at the 
Costa del Galloway.  It obviously was good weath-
er here too – the grass has grown quite a bit, 
which someone’s cat likes too, as there are several 
deposits in the garden (blegh). 

 

Now this little break down south turned out quite fortuitously.  For the decking I 
wanted to buy some new fangled adjustable feet, as sold by one of the diy stores 
in the Longman.  Sadly the Inverness branch does not stock them.  You can’t order 
them online for delivery either, because the Inverness branch does not stock them.  
Then I spotted that the Dumfries branch did have a number in stock.  A phonecall 
later and a box of these feet were kept back for us, duly collected when we arrived 
on the Costa del Galloway.   

 

Roadworks appear to have been completed at Deephaven, nice smooth piece of 
road now.  Our back road has been swept and line painted, although the person 
doing the line painting has not managed to keep a straight line.  First time our 
neighbour drove down the painted road he was wondering whether he was getting 
very tired as the lines appeard to be weaving.  No, both the centre line and outside 
lines do wander a bit.  The sidelines move from right on the edge to about a foot 
from the edge.  Centre line similary is unable to stay on seam between the car-
riageways. 

 

And just when all this is done, along comes that Highland Broadband crowd and 
start digging up the village.  I wonder if they are going to repair the pothole when 
they come down our street.  The Council helpfully swept all the roads in the vil-
lage, resulting in a few new potholes on our street.  One of them has gone from a 
nuisance to crater within no time. 

 

This month we are visiting the Moray Motor Museum. The garage downstairs is al-
ways a unique opportunity to see work in progress on car restorations.  We are 
traveling in style in a period bus, but to ensure a place on the bus you must regis-
ter – see our club’s website.  If you want to make your own way, meet us in Elgin 
at 7.30pm.  Note that you do need to pay the £15 entrance fee on the bus. Please 
bring the correct amount. 

 

See you there. 

 

Trish 



September Club Night  
I was working away for the Drive Each Others Cars night at Brokies Lodge, near 
Kiltarlity. However I did get a message form home telling me about localized light-
ening and extremely heavy rain. 

 

Reports from the scene say it got dark all of a sudden, but at least the rain was 
warm…a perfect night for an open top Burton kit car. The journey home was a 
splash fest and there was a compromise between keeping windows open to aid de-
misting and keeping them shut to keep the spray out. That is of course if you have 
side windows. I’m almost glad to have missed out but I’m sure you all had a 
splashing time. 

 
Wheels of Nairn         Saturday 23rd September 

I wasn’t able to make this show but I’d love to know who owns the black Sierra. Ed 



Dunrobin Rally     Sunday 17th September 

There was a great turnout for the unofficial Caithness And Sutherland Vintage And 
Classic Vehicle Club “Dunrobin Rally.” 

Here are some pics from their morning pitstop in Brora and then their final park up 
at Dunrobin Castle later in the day. 

Everyone seemed to have a great time, despite a few showers along the way, and 
hopefully todays triumph will guarantee its permanent return to the local Classic 
Vehicle Event Diary for years to come. 



Cars and Coffee         Sunday 10th September 
 
This month’s Cars and Coffee morning was a little different. It was a fundraiser to 
help with Rollerbowl’s collection for Macmillan Cancer Support. As we’ve said be-
fore, charity work is practically embedded into the Classic Car scene, (see Beauly to 
Beaulieu later) and HCMC have helped a significant number of charities over the 
years. This time it was nice to work with Rollerbowl’s own charity appeal and with 
the added benefit of strengthening our bond with our hosts. 

 
There was a limited Number of the original and official “CARS AND COFFEE - IN-
VERNESS” stickers available and people brought cakes or simply made donations. 
 
Thanks to a high turn out we managed to raise £800 which is very impressive for a 
couple of hours on a Sunday morning. 
 



Beauly to Beaulieu     Monday 18th September 

 
If like me you’re a reader of Practical Classics you may have spotted them talking 
about Craig Cheetham making a charity run from  Beauly to Beaulieu, as they share 
a name but obviously not the spelling. Richard Lashley managed to find him. 
 
“I met with Craig Cheetham from Practical 
Classics in Beauly this afternoon, as he start-
ed his charity run in aid of Aortic Dissection 
UK and Ireland, to the National Motor Muse-
um in Beaulieu. Bit of a rush – I only found 
out at 10.30am he was leaving today despite 
having contacted the magazine twice earlier. 
My earlier info suggested he was leaving on 
Wednesday – but better late than never! You 
will see that his mode of transport is a 1995 
Rover recently saved from the scrapheap, 
MOT’d last Thursday and re-MOT’d Friday fol-
lowing the fitting of new front brakepipes! 
  
What a really nice guy – he tells me that he has bought a property in Beauly for 
renovating as a retirement home in a number of years time, so is a fairly regular 
visitor. Apparently he has a P38 Range Rover stored in Nairn when he’s not at 
home here. He was asking what the HCMC was doing at Christmas time and I gave 
him a very brief idea of our activities. I did suggest he joined the club – which he 
thought was a great idea – he particularly liked the idea of evening runs during the 
summer months. He was heading for the Lake District tonight and the near the 
south coast tomorrow for meeting with the National Motor Museum staff on 
Wednesday. I made a small personal donation to the charity – I wonder if the Club 
or members may wish to donate, which can be done online at justgiving.com/page/
craig-cheetham-beauly2beaulieu  

For the future, I’m sure he might be willing to present a talk to us - ‘Tales from 
Practical Classics’ possibly, at one of our winter meetings, if the timing was suita-
ble.”   Richard 
 

And he made it! Beauly to Beaulieu, including the 
drive up made it a 1,276 mile journey and dona-
tions topped £1500 and it’s still growing. 

Craig says he met some wonderful people, and 
was overwhelmed to have raided 150% of his tar-
get. 

“Amazing. Thank you all so much. I couldn’t have 
wished for a better birthday present.” Craig  

If you want to find out some more, you can read about it in Practical Classics, 
though I can tell you Richard doesn’t get a mention. On this occasion. Editors have 
to be ruthless sometimes! 

http://justgiving.com/page/craig-cheetham-beauly2beaulieu
http://justgiving.com/page/craig-cheetham-beauly2beaulieu


THE CARS IN MY LIFE         Nicol Rainy-Brown 

 

Last month I touched on the beginning of my love affair with the motor car. As I 
continue with this series of anecdotes (Editor permitting), I will endeavour to keep 
the narrative in chronological order. [Unlike the Editor.] However, this intent may 
well fall by the wayside if my  somewhat dodgy memory is jogged into an interest-
ing story. 

After the Alvis, came a brand new 1955 Humber Hawk (mark VI) Estate car; a rare 
beast. This 5 door estate car had 
the same overhead cam, straight 
four, 2267cc engine as the saloons, 
with a four speed manual box. As a 
young nine year old, I delighted my 
father by comparing the Humber to 
a Rolls-Royce!  

How would a nine year old know? 
Well, sometimes when the family 
needed a taxi, the local firm would 

arrive at the door, with a 20-25hp Rolls-Royce; there were no other “taxis”. These 
cars were powered by a 6 cylinder 3669cc engine, and were made between 1929 
and 1936. I remember that on the 
rare occasion when there was an 
emergency, the rural Bobby aban-
doned his official police bicycle and 
requisitioned a taxi. Yes, you’ve 
guessed it; he would arrive in a Rolls
-Royce! 

Meanwhile, at home, the fleet was 
increased with the purchase of a 
Ford Thames 300E 5cwt van; (1954-1961). This vehicle had Ford’s side-valve 
1172cc engine. This was a short term vehicle as a brother took over ownership af-

ter passing his test. (Followed by a very 
large Humber!) 

 

My own first purchase was another Ford 
Thames; but that’s a different story for an-
other day. 

Next time, the Hillman Husky, and a chilly 
day in a Standard Vanguard Six Estate. 

 

Nicol. 



getting the BEST from SMALL CARS 

 



Farming Yesteryear                      Jim Mackay 
Farming Yesteryear at Scone scored with the good weather. I've given you all the 
lorries and a selection of the rest! The rare Classic Estate and the Austin 8 cwt Pick
-up are both for sale! I've just realised, and very remiss of me, that I haven't in-
cluded any tractors or stationary engines! Cheers, Jim.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And some classic cars... 



 Out and About 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a recent trip to Findhorn I spotted this 1989 Lotus Esprit 2.2 parked at the side 
of the road. It looked amazing in my opinion.  

On a trip over to Stornoway I saw this 1988 Cavalier Mk2 SRi130. Back in the 80’s 
when I was but a lad, this was a very desirable car. Even the standard 1.6 and 1.8s 
went well. Nowadays even kids are running about in much more powerful cars. 

After last months rant about MG’s, I turned up at work to find one parked in what 
is nominally  ‘my’ space and I had to wedge the van in the gap at the end. Grr. 

 

Bryan came round to show me his latest acquisition, a 51 plate Porsche Boxster in 
very nice order. Well done the Bryan for splashing out on a quality car for two. I 
sent this image out entitled "Just trying it for size" with no other info. Back came 
two replies, one from my nephew who said " Nice, snap it up. YOLO". That's You 
Only Live Once, as if you didn't know! The other reply was from my son-in-law who 
has been a Boxster fan for ever. "Needs a roof" to which I replied "Just press the 
button". Back came the response "And you get a Porsche in a tent. Still needs a 

roof". Brilliant, I'm still 
amused days on. Is 
that the ultimate put-
down? Cheers, Jim 

[Boxsters are incredi-
ble value for money 
and if I had the space/
time/money I’d buy 
one. Unfortunately Mrs 
Editor who likes all my 
current cars, doesn’t 
like a Boxster. With or 
without a tent. Your 
Editor.] 



HCMC Events 
5th Oct 2023 Moray Motor Museum Visit Moray Motor Museum Meet at the Inver-
ness Retail park for Bus transport to and from the museum. You MUST register to 
guarantee a seat on the bus (limited).  

See front page of website. https://www.highlandclassic.org.uk/public/events/
mmm23.php 

The entrance fee for museum (£15) will be collected ON THE BUS. Please try and 
bring correct money, thanks. 

 

 

8th Oct 2023 Cars And Coffee - Inverness. Rollerbowl, Culduthel Rd. Inverness. 
10am-12noon. A Quiet Social Gathering of 20th Century Classics plus interesting 
Sportscars, Supercars & Bikes.  

This issue has a lot of pictures in it because of all the events to be covered. This 
has gobbled up all the 6MB of file size that I have so I have decided to leave the 
Dingwall Rotary Club show for next month, as with the onset of autumn I’m bound 
to be lacking content. 

Editor 


